
Local Economy	
Local people have got poorer under the Coalition.  We intend to help them by:
-	setting up a local Living Wage Accreditation Scheme
-	working closely with the Credit Union to set up a social enterprise  to help people purchase white goods more cheaply
-	working to rid our City and District of payday loan companies
-	actively supporting local independent businesses and addressing their immediate needs
-	championing independent retail businesses 
-	encouraging local businesses and community groups to run all local events

 Housing
St Albans has a housing crisis that is getting worse.  Too many local people and families are priced out of the market.
-	Labour will launch an immediate review of the Council’s housing policies
-	In the first 100 days of taking office we will launch our 2020 Vision, a 5 five year plan to tackle the local housing crisis
-	81% of our District is Green Belt, we will release 1% over the next 20 years to build the houses local people need
-	We will place no upper limit to the amount of social houses developments must contribute but we will set a minimum of 40% on all Green Belt sites
-	We will maximise development on all Council owned land and not just garage sites
-	We will work with other local authorities to create a new garden city in Hertfordshire



Health
The Council is a key stakeholder in decisions made about our local Health Services, we will:
· campaign for the retention and expansion of NHS services based within our District
· campaign to scrap parking charges at all NHS facilities
· champion and address the Health and Wellbeing needs of the Districts elderly, disabled and mentally ill.
· tackle issues of health inequality by targeting the Council’s resources more effectively 
· promote a District-wide Bus Users Group so people can speak directly to the local bus companies
· make sport cheaper and more accessible for children
 


Environment
We will help local people to protect and enhance our environment. We will
· campaign against the incineration of waste and work to improve the County Council’s objective of reusing, reducing and recycling
· encourage local community groups to create neighbourhood gardens to brighten up rundown green spaces throughout the District
· set up a scheme to incentivise local businesses to improve their green credentials
· work towards the zero-carbon buildings objective
 


Leisure
The District is a great place to live – but we believe it could be so much better. That’s why we will:
· improve access and use of all the parks for all residents
· support all community sports and youth clubs
· encourage more outdoor community events
· establish a framework to nurture more community-run art and cultural events
· campaign to retain and improve our libraries
  


Democracy
We will create real localism that fosters stronger communities by
· setting up a Fairness Commission that brings together stakeholders and residents to identify and address specific local needs
· creating a framework for the prioritisation of investment and resource to maximise impact
· devolving more power and consulting more on the decisions the Council makes in your name 

